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òCreation, the total environment,  
is a system oriented towards life ð  
 

òand, ultimately, towards intelligent and loving life, because in the 
Creator there is no gap between life, intelligence and love.  
 

òThe biblical vision does not present us with a humanity isolated from 
the processes of life overall in the cosmos, a humanity whose existence is 
of a different moral and symbolic order from everything else; on the 
contrary the unique differentiating thing about humanity is the gift to 
human beings of conscious, intelligent responsibility for the life they 
share with the wider processes of the world.  
 

òBecause this life reflects in varying degrees the eternal life of God, we 
have to say, as believers, that the possibility of life is never exhausted 
within creation: there is always a future.  But in this particular context, 
this specific planet, that future depends in significant ways on our       
co-operative, imaginative labour, on the actions of each of us.  Just as 
importantly, our human dignity itself is bound up with these actions.ó 

 
Dr Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury     
Operation Noah Lecture, Southwark Cathedral      
13 October 2009  
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Foreword  
 

The Rt Revd Dr Richard Chartres, Bishop of London  
Chairman of the Shrinking the Footprint  Campaign  
and the Bishopsô Environment Panel .  
 

Few would now contest that the Church has a responsibility in 
living far more lightly on the earth, and in working for ôsustainable 
developmentõ ð human flourishing based on justice and fairness, on 
responsible use of the worldõs resources, and respect for the richness 
of creation.   
 

The Church of Englandõs programme ôShrinking the Footprintõ 
rightly makes serious demands of the Churchõs people and assets. 
This document outlines how it will become even more ambitious.  
We must put our own house in good order, and connect our 
environmental action to our mission ð communicating the Gospel of 
Christ and modelling his love for justice and peace. 
 

Our churches, parsonages, schools, and halls produce as much 
carbon dioxide as a major UK store chain.  The Carbon Trust and 
the Energy Saving Trust have been very helpful in the development 
of our work to shrink our ôcarbon footprintõ.  We need to strengthen 
partnerships with our friends and allies across the Christian 
churches, in other faiths, and in the wider community and economy.  
Tearfund and Christian Aid have made connections between 
climate disruption and the injustices inflicted on the poorest and 
most vulnerable.  With the Bishop of Liverpool ð who has played     
a very significant role in this area, particularly in his work with 
American evangelical leaders ð I helped to launch Tearfundõs 
excellent Carbon Fast project for Lent 2009, in one of our church 
schools, St Gabrielõs ð supported by a splendid posse of ten-year-old 
eco-warriors! 
 

 
 

The Church also plays a major part in enabling politicians aware of 
the gravity of the challenges we face to propose suitably radical 
action without committing electoral suicide!  The themes of poverty 
and debt reduction in the ôJubilee 2000õ and ôMake Poverty Historyõ 
campaigns ð to which the Church made a decisive contribution ð 
come together with sustainable development, in the imperative to 
avert climate disruption and safeguard the web of creation. 
 

I welcome the opportunity afforded by the UNõs and ARCõs            
Seven-Year Plan programme to highlight and celebrate the work 
done so far by members of the Church of England, and to set out 
plans for the coming decade.  I thank my fellow bishops and the 
Churchõs National Institutions for their support for this work, and 
for ôShrinking the Footprintõ and the ôClimate Justice Fundõ.  
I applaud the work done to establish our initiatives and set priorities 
at national level, first by Claire Foster and David Shreeve, with 
their practical guides to environmental action by churches; then by 
their colleagues in the Shrinking the Footprint team, Stephen 
Bowler, Charles Reed and Rachel Harden, who have overseen our 
work on our carbon footprint, international development and 
communications about environmental action.  I salute the network 
of diocesan environmental officers, who strive with limited 
resources towards results that are often inspirational. 
 

The work we must all do for the good of the earth, of the poor and of 
future generations is work to which we are called from the heart of 
our faith.  It is a practical response to the ôMicah Challengeõ: 
 òWhat does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and 
 to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?ó 
 

(Based on an introductory address to the Shrinking the Footprint  

Conference, Lambeth Palace, 11  June 2009 )  
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1.  Introduction: about the p lan  
 

òWe are surrounded, or ringed, or contained, within those natural 
elements which make it possible for us to breathe, and thus to exist. 
Destroy or pervert them, divert them for some commercial profit, 
and we begin to die ... From now on the Church can no more escape 
the environmental issue than can science.  Or politics.  Or any one 
of us.  
 

òThere were centuries when Christians turned their backs on 
everything ônaturalõ, from their own bodies to the earth itself, which 
they regarded as a vale of tears and the sooner departed from the 
better .... Had they thought for just one rational moment about 
Jesusõs own feelings about being alive on the earth, they would not 
have behaved thus.  When the Creator entered his creation it is clear 
from the Gospels that he delighted in it, and never for one moment 
behaved as if it were too ôearthyõ for him ... 
 

òWhen the Septuagesima collect [prayer used in the late winter 
before Lent] speaks of our justly being punished for our offences we 
know that they now include the destruction of forests and fish-
stocks, huge evils for which in many small ways we may be to blame 
... ó 
 

Ronald Blythe (Reader in the Church of England)  
óThe Circling Year: perspectives from a country parish ô 

 

  
 

  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
1.1  This plan is a statement of the Church of Englandôs 

beliefs, activities and ambitions relating to climate 
change and environmental act ion over the next seven 
years.  

 

It comprises part of the project of Alliance of  Religion s 
and Conservation  (ARC)  for óSeven-Year Plans for 

Generational Changeô by the worldôs major faiths,       
and is to be presented  to the  Secretary General of the 
United Nations at the major international celebration  at 

Windsor from 2 ï 4 November 2009, organised by ARC, 
ahead of  the UN Conference of the Parties (COP  15 )      

to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) at  Copenhagen in December 2009.    

 

1.2  The Church of England has been working on issues of 
environmental care for over thirty years, and aims to 
build on its many policies and projects as part of the 

global effort to tackle climate change, together with the 
full range of associated environmental challenge.   

 

       In doing this, the Church aspires  to lead  with its flagship 
 programme, Shrinking the Footpr int , and the newly 
 established Climate Justice Fund , in partnership with 

 Tearfund . 
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1.3  The p lan was  commissioned by the Archbishop of 

Canterbury and the Bishop of London .  The Summary of 
the plan has been submitted to and embraced by  the 
Bishopsô Environment Panel of the Church of England.  

 

The work of preparing the plan has been  conducted with 
the generous support of the Archbishop of Canterbury, 

the World wide  Fund for Nature (WWF -UK) and the 
Church Commissioners.  It is the work of a task group 
established under Shrinking the Footprint  (StF) . 
 

The plan, and the research which underpins it, al so draw 
on extensive discussions with colleagues and experts 
within and beyond the Church of England.  These are 

listed in Appendix A, with much appreciation  and 
gratitude . 
 

1.4  The StF Task Group comprises Stephen Bowler, Brian 
Cuthbertson, Rachel Harden, Stephen Heard, Charles 

Reed and David Shreeve, with Ian Christie and     
Nick Spencer of Theos, the public theology think tank, 

working as consultants to the pr oject.    
 

Thanks are also due to Rod Sterne of the WWF, who  took 
 part  in the Steering Group which has managed the 

 project.  
 

1.5  This plan is divided into three main further sections:  
 

Å The basis for environmental action .  This includes 
the physical science basis for our understanding of 

climate change, its observed and predicted consequences 
and those of other causes of environmental degradation ,     
as well as associated trends in economics and  security,    

and the need to move towards  sustainability ;  with  the 
moral, biblical and theoretical grounding for Christian 

responses to these challenges.  
 

Å The environmental record of the Church of 

England.   This is punctuated  by a series of milestones 
along the journey from 1978 to the present, by the 
Church of Engl and in company with the worldwide  

Anglican Communion of which it forms part.  These 
landmarks include resolutions of the Lambeth Conference 

of Anglican Bishops (which meets every 10 years), 
reports to and resolutions of the General Synod .      
Some of the many w ritings on environmental issues by 

leading figures in the Church of England  are mentioned.  
A sampl e is gleaned  of the growing harvest of action 

across the Church of England and at the level of 
individual dioceses and parishes, together with 

endeavou rs to promote changes in our own lifestyles     
to become more sustainable and emblematic of the 
Christian Gospel.  Commitments which the Church has 

already undertaken , and action in train to implement 
them , are outlined.  
 

Å Challenges for future church ac tion.   In addition to 

the Church of Englandôs existing commitments, proposals 
are laid out for the Church to incorporate in t hem  a 

growing effort in the coming seven years and beyond.  
After a pledge of common commitment and statement of 
key aims and targe ts, the following areas of action are 

summarised, with what has been done so far, and what 
the Church is  challenge d to  achieve in the future:  
 

Buildings and assets; Governance and partnerships; 

Education and young people; Lifestyles; Pastoral and 
communit y work; Media and advocacy ;  Celebration.  

 

 The plan then concludes  by summing up, with a vision 
 for our common future in Godôs world.  
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1.6  Much has been accomplished  already.   But there is so 

much more to be done.  This plan sets ambitious targets , 
intend ed as a framework for programmes and projects 
for 2009 -2016 and beyond.   

 

At the same time i t is acknowledged  that none of these 
goals will be achieved easil y,  or in isolation.  The need is 

recognised for many partnerships, within the Church, 
between Christ ian denominations, between faiths, and 
with many friends and allies in civil society ;  for 

determined advocacy to businesses and governments  ï 
who  hold so many of the levers of power ï to  move  

econom ies on to a path of sustainable development that 
safeguar ds the climate system and the ecosystems on 
which all depend.  

   

It is  also acknowledge d that sustainabl e development   
 as a  common cause demands of us in the rich world a n 

 unstinting spirit of sacrifice, readiness to restrain and 
 change our patterns o f consumption, and commitment  
 as citizens to the responsible use of resources, mindful of 

 the need for justice and fairness to the poor, to future 
 generations and to all life on e arth.  
 

 In all this, we  draw strength and hope from the 

 conviction that God cares for, sustains and has acted to 
 renew creation, and that human beings are mandated to 

 serve joyfully and work with God as ópriests of creationô. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

This Seven -Year Plan is commended to the Church of 

England at large , in anticipation that it will  find full and 
innovative expression in the plans of dioceses and 
parishes as they make their contributions to óShrinking 

our Footprintô ï but expanding our contribution to  
sustainab ility  and lighter living on óGodôs planetô ï      

the  good earth that we share.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A town and its water: h istoric cistern , Rye Churchyard, Ch ichester Diocese  
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2.   The Basis for Environmental Action  
 

òAny ethical outlook worthy of respect will be one according to 
which othersõ interests are taken seriously ð seriously enough to 
count threats to othersõ lives for more than inconveniences to 
oneself.ó 
 

Garrett Cullity, óThe Moral Demands of Affluenceô 
 

òAll around the world, water rituals are happening.  An old man 
fills up the kettle.  A toilet flushes.  A small girl sets out on a long 
walk, jerrycan in hand.  A sparrow dips its head into a birdbath, 
shaking droplets of water over its body.  A young man splashes 
cold water on his face after a shave.  A mother washes clothes in a 
stream.  A priest pours water over a screaming babyõs head.         
A tired office worker lowers her body into a hot lavender-scented 
bath.  A schoolboy jumps over a stagnant pool of water outside   
the corrugated shack he lives in.  Cattle slurp.  A golf course 
sprinkler refreshes a green.  A jogger stops for a long gulp of iced 
water é Water shows, perhaps more profoundly than any other 
environmental issue, our dependence on natural resources for 
poverty reduction and sustainable development.ó 
 

Joanne Green  
óLet Justice roll down like a never -ending Streamô, 
from R  J Berry (ed), óWhen Enough is Enough: a 
Christian framework for environmental sustainabilityô 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2.1  Climate , creation, science , ecology, sustainability  
 

      1.  The world faces profound cris es of ecological d isruption 

 and depletion in the 21st century.  The evidence of 
 actual and impending global warming and climate change  

 is clear.  Humanity is approaching the limits  of 
 unsustainable  economic growth and exploitation of the 
 natural world: we risk overload ing natural ósinks ô for our 

 CO2 and waste products, severely  depleting biodiversity, 
 and disrupting the climate  system through greenhouse 

 gases produced by the massive use of fossil fuels  in 
 buildings, industry, aviation and other transport , in 
 combin ation with an escalating net loss of forestation, 

 construction and some agricultural practices . 
 

      2.  As Christians, we believe the whole Universe  was created 
 by God.  Godôs created world is also an evolved world, 
 and there has always been dramatic change, extinction 

 and disruption.  We are not required  to preserve it in 
 every  last detail as it currently exists; but we are called  

 to cherish its richness and diversity of life, for the sake of 
 our devotion to God, to h is world, and to our neighbou rs.  

 

We are under no illusions that action for climate change 

mitigation can restore stability and avert all disruption: 
the hour is late, and many years have been wasted 

through inaction from governments, business and 
citizens worldwide despite the weigh t of evidence 
demanding it.   
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      3.  Nevertheless, immediate action for mitigation is still 

 essential ï in order to restrict probable temperature 
 increases to what it is thought  may be tolerable and 
 sustainable levels, and to minimise dama ge to people, 

 creatures, habitats, ecosystems, enterprise s and 
 economies.   
 

A huge collective effort is needed at home and worldwide 
to avert dangerous climate change; to move away from 
dependence on fossil fuels; to reverse deforestation; to 

help and p rotect those who are suffering most acutely 
from environmental stress, and to safeguard the earthôs 

rich web of habitats and wildlife.  
 
      4. The aims of the Church of Englandôs Shrinking the 

 Footprint (StF)  campaign rely on the accumulated weight 
 of evidence from scientific observation and modelling.  

 The campaign will continue to maintain awareness of the 
 development of climate science, including projections 
 from computer models of the climate system, and of 

 ecological systems science.  It will d raw on the work of 
 the Inter governmental  Panel on Climate Change  (IPCC) , 

 of the UK Government and independent Committee on 
 Climate Change, and of the UK Climate Information 
 Programme (UKCIP).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ñBelief in God as creator is not only a belief  about how 
 everything began; it is the perspective from which we are 
 to view all life including our own.  It means that we place 

 the highest value on this earth and see life as Godôs gift.  
 Pre- technological societies lived in close dependence on the 
 earth.  Their daily struggle for food and shelter, at the 

 mercy of natural forces and the changing seasons, led to a 
 profound respect for the environment.  With technological 
 mastery has come a different attitude: one that sees the 

 earth as there to be  plundered and exploited.   
  

ñNow we are reaping the whirlwind: with climate change, 

 crises over access to water and food, destruction of habitat 
 and the rapid extinction of species.   It is not clear whether 
 the earth can still renew itself or whether the damage has 

 gone too far.   It is also not clear that there is the will to 
 stop, to restore this óblue planetô, our only fragile home.   
 

ñIn Genesis, God gives humans certain rights over his 
 creation.   With these rights, come responsibilities.   We ar e 

 stewards.   A steward manages an estate on the ownerôs 
 behalf.  We have been given the earth to look after by God, 
 and to hold it in trust for future generations.  If the earth is 

 to sustain our children and succeeding generations, this 
 clearly place s limits on how we treat the earth.    
 

ñThere have always been elements in the Christian tradition 
 to remind us of our responsibilities and priorities.  The Law 

 of Moses made provision for a yearôs óSabbath restô for the 
 land every seven years and Franc is of Assisi addressed the 
 sun, moon, earth, wind and water as his mother, sisters 

 and brothers.  Harvest and Rogation remind us of our 
 dependence on the earth for our survival, and lead us to 
 thank God as the ultimate source of all the earthôs riches.ò 

 

    from óChristian values for schoolsô 

    www.christianvalues4schools.co.uk  
 

http://www.christianvalues4schools.co.uk/
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Shrinking the Footprint  will also work with the benefit of 

expert advisors such as the Carbon Trust and AECOM  
(former ly Faber Maunsell) , of public agencies such as the 
Environment Agency and Natural England, and of 

partners and allies in the world of advocacy for 
sustainab ility , such as the World wide  Fund for Nature 

(WWF -UK).   It will also collaborate with the many 
Chris tian and other faith networks for environmental 
protection and sustainability (eg see Appendix F).  

 
      5.  The decision by the Church to set up Shrinking the 

 Footprint  was  indeed founded  on the scientific and policy 
 consensus that the most urgent actio n is called for         

 in relation to climate change, which could become 
 extremely dangerous around the world.  But climate 
 change  aggravates other grave challenges , so that they 

 become still more acute ï including those linked to 
 unsustainable develo pment: such as the absolute 

 poverty of the óbottom billionô of people and the risks to 
 biodiversity worldwide.  Climate disruption puts at 
 serious risk prospects for poverty relief and achievement 

 of the Millennium Development Goals;  and it renders the  
 depletion and loss of habitats and species yet more 

 serious and hard to check.  
 

Sustainable, and unsustainable, development have 
several dimensions in the context of this plan: primarily, 

in relation to development of the Churchôs activities and 
the bu ildings which serve th em, in fulfilment of Christian 
m ission; secondarily and much more broadly , the 

development we are driving by the provision of goods 
and services  in pursuit of our lifestyles, especially in 

developing nations from which we are purchasi ng; and 
thirdly, those developments directly sponsored or funded 

by Christians or Christian agencies ï eg the Climate 
Justice Fund.   Sustainability needs to be secured along 

all of these dimensions; frequently it is not , at least not 

in the  first two area s just mentioned . 
 
      6. The  Church of Englandôs efforts are, therefore , rooted 

 also in the diagnosis of unsustainable development.  
 Human impacts on the environmental systems on which 

 we depend have grown to alarming levels and put at risk 
 the futu re of our economies, social  orders and 
 international  security.  

 

There are numerous causes of unsustainable 
development, including (but not limited to) the failure to 

take full account of the ecological costs of development 
in the pricing of goods and ser vices; and over -
exploitation of common resources, such as the fisheries 

of the oceans and seas, because regulation and 
incentives for wise use and conservation  are inadequate .   

 
      7. The risks from unsustainable development are stark .  
 They are likel y to include the severe disruption of 

 environments and economies around  the world  ï as well 
 as the climate ; the disruption or destruction of the 

 livelihoods of many of the worldôs poorest people;        
 and risks to local, regional and even global secu rity     
 and peace from conflicts over resources such as supplies 

 of clean water, and agricultural land.  
 

The diagnosis of unsustainable development presents 

 clear and large challenges to the Church ï to  all its 
 members , as it does to others .  We are c alled to live 
 differently ï with  a lighter ófootprintô and with deeper 

 concern for the poor and vulnerable and for the rich web 
 of creatures with which we share the earth.   
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2.2  Faith, lifestyle, justice  
 

      1.  The Christian scriptures and theologica l thought  place 
 repeated emphasis on the goodness of Godôs creation .  
 Our vision of creation and humankindôs role in it is a 

 large one ï at the same time requiring both recognition 
 of our shared plight , and commitment to working for and 

 with God in th e process of órepairing ô that c reation  ï 
 knitting together and making whole what has been 
 tragically sundered and marred, to be partakers of 

 transformation and r edemption .   
 

      2.  The basis in our beliefs for action is plain.  Christians are  
 called  to respect Godôs creation , and to model the life of 
 Christ .  The  environmental challenges facing us are 

 daunting,  but a faithful Christian response recognises the 
 hope there is in Christ and his work, and the joy inherent 

 in a way of life that liberat es us from the relentless  
 pursuit of consumption for its own ends, and enables us 
 to live lives of óshalomô, or full human flourishing.         

 We are to live in the hope and joy of what God, in Christ, 
 has done for óall thingsô. 
 

The lifestyle which C hristian discipleship demands          
in these times is a radical one: of delight in frugality, 
óless is moreô, moving with the rhythms of the week    

and of the seasons.  We must re -order our óaschaesisô ï 
the force of habit and daily use.   We should be f illed with 

the Spirit of God in worship and in the Eucharist, 
practising transforming prayer.  

 

 

 
 
 

 
      3.  Moreover, t he climate crisis is at heart a question of 

 global justice.  There can be no just and lasting solutions 
 to the environmental challenge s we all face that are not 

 based on concern for the poor and vulnerable, and on 
 recognition of the need for those of us blessed with 
 wealth to live within our worldôs ecological means, and to 

 ensure that all can share in a decent life on Godôs earth.  
 

As disciples of Christ, we are to practise  kindness and 
 mercy, to love our neighbour as ourselves, to do justice 

 and to walk humbly with our God.  We are called also to 
 discern what it means in our times to follow this path  ï 

 loving God, caring for nei ghbours and strangers, and 
 acting as sh epherds and humble stewards of h is 
 creation .    

 

The Gospel demands that we regard as our neighbours , 
in our own time , our fellow human beings all over the 

world; in generations to come , those  whose 
environments and  prospects are being shaped by our 
actions now , or have been already in the past  ï even 

though they remain strangers to us ; and not just other 
human beings but all  our fellow creatures, whose fates 

are linked to our own.  
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2.3  Churches and faiths  
 

      1..The Anglican Comm union and the Church of England 
 have for some time recognised the need ñto take all 
 possible action to ensure manôs responsible stewardship 

 over natureò (Lambeth Conference, 1968) ï coming to 
 see stewardship as part of the challe nge of sustainable 

 devel opment: conserving the richness and health of 
 environments and wildlife while advocat ing economic and 
 social action that pro motes justice and decent living 

 standards for all.  
 

However , it has not  always been the case in Christen dom  
that C hurch es and their  adherents have recognised or 

responded to these duties with the faithfulness with 
which they should .  They hav e often interpreted 

humanityôs role ï as expressed by the word  ódominionô  
in older translations of Genesis 1:28  ï in  exploitative 

terms , rather than according to the model of the servant -
king who ñspeak(s)  up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute  é 

judges fairly;  defends the rights of the poor  é (and )  
disadvantaged ò (Proverbs 31 :8 -9) .  For failure to 

discharge the privileges and responsibilities that God has 
placed in human  hands , we Christians should  repent.  

 

We are convinced of the need for, and profound value of, 

 testimony and action from  all  the worldôs religions 
 concerni ng the ecological crisis and the risks of 
 unsustainable development.  Many  faiths speak from 

 ancient traditions of concern for justice, humility, sharing 
 and compassion.  These virtues are needed as never 

 before in the face of climate disruption and th e depletion 
 of resources and biodiversity.   

 

 

 

       

 

      2.  In 2007 , the Environment Agency for England and Wales 
 canvassed the views of a  number of experts on 
 environmental issues and sustainable development to 

 identify the 50 most important act ions for overcoming 
 the ecological crises we all face.  To the Agencyôs 

 surprise, the panel  proposed as the second most 
 important action (after radical steps for energy efficiency 
 and conservation), the need for the worldôs religions to 

 ómake the planet their priorityô.  
 

Comments from members of the Environment Agencyôs 

expert panel included these:  
 

Å òThe worldõs faith groups have been silent for too long 
 on the environment ... It is time that they fulfilled their 
 rightful collective role in reminding us that we have a duty 
 to restore and maintain the ecological balance of the planet.ó 

 

Å ò(Faith groups) need to form a coalition to encourage 
 their followers to set an example to the rest of the 
 population.ó 
 

The Church of England would assent to this , and 
acknowledge that  in many respects , people of faith in the 

UK and our counterparts elsewhere in the world have 
been slow to speak out and to take exemplary action.  
 

Yet, as set  forth  in this and following sections , the 

Church now has  a substantia l body of theological thinking 
and faithful action on which to draw in preparing plans 

for  the next decade, a crucial one in the efforts to 
mitigate climate change and adjust  economies, societies 
and technological development in to sustainable patterns .  

   
 

 



 

12  

 

      3.  The Church of England  will take action of its own accord , 

 in ecumenical and multi - faith partnerships, and in 
 partnership with organisations in civil society , which can 
 inform the Churchôs thinking profoundly and helpfully. 

 

The Churchôs appr oach  as it has  developed  since the late 
 1970s is  reflected in a range of documents and policies, 

 including those in the panel to the right, and as outlined 
 in Section 3 of this plan.  It has been articulated by some 
 major public interventions, such as recent lectures by the 

 Archbishop of Canterbury ; a section  of one is reproduced 
 at Appendix D , and a quotation from another (delivered 

 even while this plan was being prepared) is displayed on 
 the front page .   

 

In addition, recent s tatements by all the  Bishops of the 

 Church of England , and the Anglican Communion 
 Environmental Network , are reproduced  at Appendix E 

 and Appendix F.  
 

In discerning the action needed, and the Christian basis 
 for it, the Church can also draw upon a rich tradition of 

 conte mplation and witness ï some of which is quoted in 
 these  pages . 

 

For a wide range of statement s and calls to action from 

 Anglican and other Christian thinkers and 
 environmentalists of the past 20 years ï see the selected 

 publications in Appendix B.  This plan also draw s on the 
 insights and wisdom in the writings and projects of our 
 many Christian collaborators and e nvironmental 

 networks, such as A Rocha, Christian Ecology Link and 
 the John Ray Initiative ï see the list in Appendix C.   

 
 
 
 

 

òThe whole creation belongs to God.  As human beings we are part 
of the whole and have a responsibility to love and care for what God 
has entrusted to us as temporary tenants of the planet.  We are 
called to conserve its complex and fragile ecology, whilst 
recognising the need for responsible and sustainable development 
and the pursuit of social justice.ó 
 

The above statement by the Church of England National 
Institutions reflects the four principles on the environment  

adopted by the Lambeth Conference in 1998:  
 

      Å The covenant of Godôs love embraces not only human 
         beings but all of creation;  

      Å Creation is everywhere filled with Godôs sacred presence;  
      Å Human beings are the priests of creation , seeing Godôs  

         presence in it, and offe ring creationôs worship;  
      Å The Sabbath principle of óenoughnessô is a challenge to us  
         to rest from unnecessary consumption.  

 
The óFive Marks of Mission ô 
 

As agreed by the Anglican Consultative Council  of the Anglican 
Communion :  
 

      Å To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom ;  
      Å To teach, baptise and nurture new believers ;  
      Å To respond to human need by loving service ;  

      Å To seek to transform unjust structures of society ;  
      Å To strive to safeguard the integrity of creat ion ,  

         and sustain and renew the life of the earth.       Launch of the Climate Justice Fund  for climate change adaptation.  
 

It is often remarked that care for the environment is the Fifth 

Mark of Mission ï but less often that it entails aspects of all   
the  others to o. 
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3.  The Environmental Record of the Church of England  
 

òAs we reflect on our future together as part of this global village, 
we are being invited to open our eyes to see how together we can be 
part of the process of the creation of a new community of love, peace 
and justice, coming out of that ultimate reality, God.  In this vision, 
no-one is a spectator.  We all have a responsibility for a better global 
order.  And this can't be created or enforced by laws, prescriptions 
and conventions alone.  Rights without ethics can't long endure.    
They demand our readiness to involve ourselves in the struggle for 
human rights, responsibility, freedom, justice, peace and the good 
stewardship of Planet Earth.  It's a scandal if we let our different 
religious and cultural traditions prevent our common involvement 
in opposing all forms of inhumanity and working for greater 
humanness.ó 
 

Rt Revd John Sentamu, Archbishop of York  
f rom sermon preached at Interfaith Service of 

 Recommitment and Witness t o the Achievement of 
 the Millennium Development Goals, Cathedral o f  
 St John The Divine, New York , 25 September 2008  
 

òChristians need to be among those saying things that will not be 
popular but which are necessary if our own and our childrenõs 
futures are to be saved ð and of course living consistently with 
them.  That was what characterized the prophets of old, many of 
whom paid dearly for their outspokenness, and they are a powerful 
model for today.ó 
 

Andrew Bradstock  
óLouder than Words: action for the 21st c Churchô 
 

 

 
 
 

 

3.1  About the Church of England  
 

      1.  The Church of England comprises 43 dioceses , with 
 13,000 parishes and 16, 200 churches .  There are 
 1,266,000 electoral roll members .  In addition t here are  

 the Cathedrals in every diocese,  4,700 church schools , 
 bishopsô see houses and other  clergy ho mes,  and a lso a 

 portfolio of commercial properties and  investments .  
 
      2.  The Head of  the Church of England , as part of the 

 worldwide Christian Church, is Jesus Christ.  Her Majesty 
 the Queen is Supreme Governor of the Church of 

 England.  Its 'primates' (principal spiritual and temporal 
 leaders) are the Archbishops of Canterbury and York.  
 Each other Diocese has its Diocesan Bishop.   

 The Archbishops and senior Bishops sit in the Hous e 
 of Lords, the upper house of the UK Parliament.   

 The C hurch's internal governance is headed by  
 the Archbishops' Council and the General Synod.  

 Certain matters of property, finance and investment 
 are controlled  by the Church Commissioners.  

 

More i nformation about the Church of England may be 

viewed at http://www.cofe.anglican.org/about/ . 
 

The Church of England is the Mother Church of the 
 Anglican Communion, a worldwide family of churches 

 located on every continent, with more than 70 million 
 adherents in 38 provinces across 161 countries.  

The Anglican Communionôs website is at 
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/ .  

 

 
 

 

http://www.cofe.anglican.org/about/
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/
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3.2  Activity by the Church of England over  recent years  
 

The Church of England has already taken some action to 
play its part, having responded to environmental issues 
for over three decades .  During  this period many clergy, 

officers and lay members have worked tirelessly in 
driving forward the Churchôs action, with leadership and 

notable public interventions being made by Archbishop 
Dr Rowan Williams, Bishop Richard Chartres, Bishop 
James Jo nes and others in the Bishopsô Environment 

Panel, not least in influencing the passing by Parliament 
of the Climate Change Act 2008.  

 

3.3  Milestones  
 

The panel s to right and far right ( opposite page), offer a 

 summary of the range of activity by the Church of 
 England concerning the environment and climate 
 change ; also representing the accumulated  reflection, 

 encouragement and action by the Church and its 
 partners on environmental issues and particularly on the 

 most pressing of them, the threat of climate d isruption.  
 Much more will be done, and at an increasing tempo, as 
 set out in this plan.   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 Milestones in the Church of Englandôs 

 engagement in environmental issues:  
 

1978   The Lambeth Conference passes resolutions calling for fresh 

 appro aches to economic well -being and livelihood and for a 

 move away from wasteful forms of growth.  
 

1986  The General synod receives the report óOur Responsibility for 

 the Living Environment ô.  
 

1988  The Lambeth Conference formally adopts the Five Marks of 

 Mission  of t he Anglican Consultative Council of the 

 Anglican Communion, the fifth of which is ñto strive to 

 safeguard the integrity of creation , and sustain and renew the 

 life of the earth.ò 
 

1990  óChristians and the Environment ô is published and circula ted at  

 General Synod.  
 

1995  The Church of England is represented at the congress marking 

the 1900 th  anniversary of the Revelation to St John the Divine, 

when the Religion, Science and the Environment Symposium  is 

launched by the Ecumenical Patriarch of C onstantinople.  
 

1998  The Lambeth Conference draws up a theology of the 

 environment, and resolves to establish a global Anglican 

 Environment Network.  
 

2002  Anglican Communion holds  a congress  just prior to the  UN 

 Summit on Sustainable Development on the  Stewardship of 

 Creation .  This congress issues a  statement to the UN and a 

 pastoral letter to the Anglican Communion ï óStewardship  for 

 Creation ô (http://www.anglicancommunion.org/un/soc.html ).   

 

  

 

 

http://www.anglicancommunion.org/un/soc.html
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2002   A step forward is taken in the Churchôs engagement with  the        

(cont)  environment , with a day of the Bishopôs Annual Conference 

 devoted to examination and discussion of a wide range of 

 environmental issues.  Visits are made in the fie ld to      

 faith -based projects , with  presentations by environmental 

 organisations.  After a special  Environmental Evensong , 

 the Bishops hear from Prof David Bellamy and the leading 

 climate expert Sir John Houghton.  
 

2003  Bishop James Jonesôs pioneering book on óJesus and the Earth ô  

 is published.  
 

2005  General Synod passes a resolution supporting the message and 

 recommendations of the report Sharing Godôs Planet, published 

 by the Churchôs Mission and Public Affairs Council. 
 

2006  Launch of the Churc hôs Shrinking the Footprint  (StF)  campaign  

and programme on action to mitigate climate change.  
 

2007 -  Continued work on StF, including auditing of Churchôs 

2008  carbon footprint under the óGreening the Spiresô  programme, 

 with the Carbon Trust and AECOM  Consultants .   
 

 Publication by Church House of handbooks by Claire Foster and 

 David Shreeve on Church action to reduce environmental 

 impacts:  óHow Many Lightbulbs Does it Take to Change a 

 Christian? ô and óDonôt Stop at the Lightsô.  
 

 The annual festiv al of Creation Time is established by the 

 European Ecumenical Assembly in Sibiu, Romania.   It is  

 supported by the Church of England and Christians Together   

 in  Britain and Ireland (CTBI).  Churches are encouraged to

 dev ote this period from September to  4 October each year to

 ñprayer for the protection of c reation and the promotion of

 sustainable lifestyles that reve rse our contribution to climate

 changeò. 
 

 Significant contributions by the Bishops of London and 

 Liverpool to the House of Lords debates o n the Governmentôs 

 Climate Bill.  

 

 

 

2008  A report by the Mission and Public Affairs Council 

 óClimate Change and Human Securityô is adopted by 

 General Synod.  
 

2009  25 February: The Rt Hon Ed Miliband, Secretary of State for 

 Climate Change launches Tearf undôs Lent Carbon Fast, with 

 the Bishops of London and Liverpool . 
 

 25 March: Archbishop Rowan Williams delivers  the Ebor  

 Lecture at York Minster, óRenewing the Face of the Earth: 

 Human Responsibility and the Environmentô. 
 

 11 June: over 100 delegates from nearly every diocese attend 

 the Churchôs óMilestoneô Conference to review progress with 

 StF. The event is chaired by the Bishop of London, Dr Richard 

 Chartres, with contributions from government, and a range 

 of  experts  from the Carbon Trust, Natur al England , the 

 Chartered Institute of Water and Environmental  Management  

 (CIWEM), AECOM and diocesan environmental officers  (DEOs) .  

 An overhauled  and comprehensive website , with a  new set of 

 online guides for energy and carbon management in churches ,  

 is launched for the StF programme  ï        

 http://www.shrinkingthefootprint.org . 
 

 September: launch with Tearfund of the Climate Justice Fun d.    
 

 1 September ï 4 October :  Creation  Time celebrate d with 

 theme óCreation in Crisis: A Time for Prayer and Actionô in the 

 run -up to the UN Climate Change Conference in  Copenhagen.  
 

 22 September: The Church of Englandôs College of Bishops 

 issues a statement responding to the challenge of climate 

 change , also in preparation for  the  UN Copenhagen  

 Conference . 
 

 4 October:  UK Christians including Church of England churches 

 celebrate a Day of Prayer for Climate Change , an initiative of 

 the Environmental Issues Network of CTBI.  
 

 13 October: Operation Noah  Lecture on Christian responses to 

 the environment and climate change,  by the Archbishop of 

 Canterbury.  
 

 29 October: óFaith and the Environment ô seminar at Lambeth 

 Palace.  
 

http://www.shrinkingthefootprint.org/
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3.4  Key principles  
 

       The Church of England is committed to an ambitious and 
 challenging  environmental programme over the coming 
 years.  Its activity is underpinned by these principles:  
 

Å Putting Christian values into action: responding 
 responsibly and joyfully to Godôs care for creation and 
 humanityôs role as priests and co -wo rkers with h im . 
 

Å Acting on the best available evidence: basing all 
 policies and action on the best available scientific 

 evidence and technical advice from experts in the Church 
 and beyond . 
 

Å Putting our own house in order: recognis ing  that 

preaching without exemplary practice is hollow, and that 
collectively although much action has been taken over 
recent decades, this has not been rapid enough.         

The Church must act collectively and convincingly to 
reduce its own footprints , if it is to serve a s a signpost 

and e xample of life in Godôs kingdom.    
 

Action now required, first of all, is to  reduce the energy 
use and carbon footprint of the Churchôs buildings and 
operations, and its  consumption, both that of the Church 

as an institution , and that of  individual  members .    
Other programmes to reduce our wider ec ological 

footprint will follow.  
 

Å Partnership and local action: The Church recognises 
 that, given the size of the challenges and the fact that 

 the Church is not a centralised body, partnersh ips with a 
 range of other organisations, and a wide variety of local, 

 parish - level and d iocesan activities must be encouraged.  
 
 

 

Å Climate action and environmental sustainability as a 
common cause: I t is evident that adherents of all faiths ï 

indeed ev ery member of society at large  ï have in 
common humanityôs exposure to the mounting risks of 

unsustainable development and in particular of climate 
disruption.  This challenge and how we meet it  should 
unite people of all faiths and none, even as they cont inue 

to debate and express varying views on other challenges.   
 

The Church  of England , as the established Church , has a 
special role in the life of the nation, a responsibility for 

mission and welcome in every community in the land, 
available to those of all faiths and none.  It is particularly 
well placed  to encourage cooperation and to act as a 

convenor of viewpoints and advoca cy from across 
society, hosting debates on the many complex issues in 

the agenda of the environment and sustainability, and 
clima te action in particular.  
 

The Church  also offer s itself  as partner in action for 
sustainable living in all parts of England and in projects 

across the Anglican Communion , as well as seeking to 
mediate support for poor communities and individuals 

who are su ffering, for example, from increased power 
and heating costs.  
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3.5  Present  commitments and action  
 

      1.  Specific commitments and programmes of action have 
 already been undertaken by the Church of England and 
 will continue over the next seven  year s.  Shrinking the 

 Footprint (StF),  the Churchôs main programme of action 
 on environment and climate change in relation to the 

 whole of its buildings and estate, was established after 
 the óSharing Godôs Planetô report in 2005 , and began 
 work  in 2006.   
 

The scale of the task may be appreciated from the 
 figures already gathered by StF  as of  2007: -  

 

Å 16,200 churches  

Å national carbon footprint for cathedrals, churches, 
 houses and offices, 330,000 tonnes CO 2 

Å churches and halls account for about 65%  of emissions 
= 212,000 tonnes approx .  The next largest segment of 
energy use and carbon footprint is clergy houses.  
 

Including schools, the total is 1.1m tonnes.  
 

      2.  StF focused to begin with  on reducing carbon dioxide 
 emissions from Church building s and operations.  It has 
 set itself the goal of reducing the Churchôs overall carbon 

 footprint by 80% by 2050 . 
 

Initially, the t arget was set for a 60% reduction by 2050, 
in line with national policy.  After debate in Parliament 

the national target was increased to 80%  on the advice 
of the national Committee on Climate Change.  It  was 

accepted that the Church should follow suit ,  resulting in 
óthe 20% Church ô in terms of its carbon footprint.  

 

The óShrinking the Footprint Path ô is set out on the 

 compreh ensive website set up for the programme and 
 campaign (http://www.shrinkingthefootprint.org ).     

 
 

This provides the basis for action, emphasising  
 the need for simple action first, to assess energy use  
 then identify ways to reduce consumption and employ 

 resources more efficiently.   
 

The first step is to avoid waste of heat and power,    
 then to seek efficiencies and economies in fuel use ï 

 electricity, gas or oil ï after that to switch to green 
 energy suppliers, then to investigate the scope for using 

 renewable energy on site.  Finally, residual emissions 
 should be offset, via projects for climate change 
 mitigation and adaptation overseas and at home.   
 

To enable churches to move along this StF Path  from 
 energy assessment and savings to more ambitious 

 projects and investments, the StF  team commissioned 
 a set of tools for guidance on energy management for 
 churches, cathedrals, schools and clergy houses.  

 
      3. In addition, in 2008 the Chu rch Commissioners put on 

 record their aim to reduce carbon dioxide emissions 
 from bishops' houses and offices (by 60% by 2050 ï 
 in line with the Government's then energy White 

 Paper).  The opportunity is taken to review each 
 property during a vacancy when there is a change of 

 bishop; following which upgrades of boilers, insulation 
 and glazing for energy -saving and improved efficiency 
 and affordability are carried out ï 25% of the whole 

 stock having so far been improved in this way.   
 

Also the Comm issioners had, by 2007, already

 increased from seven to 18 the number of fuel -efficient 
 hybrid -power cars provided to bishops; and have since 
 established a new ethical investment policy with a 

 strong environmental dimension.  
 

http://www.shrinkingthefootprint.org/
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3.6  óHarvesting  of f irst f ruits ô:  

Examples of past and present actions and activities 
 from around the  Church of England  
 

A wide range of actions and activities by dioceses and 

 parishes within the Church of England have already been 
 put in  hand so far, within the Shrinking the Footp rint  

 campaign and in addition to it, by the Church of England 
 of its own accord and in collaboration with other 
 organisations.  
 

The examples given  in sections following  offer  a sample 
 of the variety and scale of activities in the Church to 
 reduce ene rgy use, carbon emissions and other 

 environmental impacts , promote more sustainable living 
 and reflect on the implications of environmental issues 

 for mission, liturgy, ce lebration, prayer and theology.  
 

They are taken from just some  of the Church of 
 Englandôs dioceses, in different regions of England ,  

 but  picking out no more than a few  from each of them  ï 
 they are in no way comprehensive, and cannot do more 

 than giv e an  indication of the flavour of what is 
 happening nationwide .   

 

In addition, exa mples are given of parish projects, and 

 from several nationwide initiatives.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      1.  Durham and Newcastle D ioceses  
 

These neighbouring dioceses provide a striking and 
 promising example of joint working to reduce emissions 
 and improve energy e fficiency ï and  boost quality of life 

 for tenants ï in  clergy housing and other buildings.  
 

A Joint Houses Environment Group was formed, to audit 
the carbon footprint of clergy houses and identify 

opportunities for energy saving.  The group consist ed of:  
 

Å the property m anagers and Environment Officers from 
 both dioceses;  
 

Å an a rchdeacon;  
 

Å a representative of the Energy Saving Trust.  
 

An e nvironment policy was then  developed that related 

 specifically to clergy housing.  One of the priorities in the  
 environment policy was to carry out an energy efficiency 

 audit of all the clergy houses in both dioceses.             
The informa tion obtained would enable the p roperty 

 managers to develop a strategic programme of 

 improvement, rather than respond to i ndividual requests 
 on an ad hoc  basis.   
 

Projects have been carried out to audit the carbon 

 footprint of clergy houses and identify opportunities for 
 energy saving.  So far , the insulation measures 

 undertaken have produced savings of some 14% in 
 carb on emissions as well as giving financial savings and 
 better quality of life in the houses to tenants.  
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      2.  Newcastle Diocese  
 

The major activity of the D iocese so far has been 
 development of joint work with Durham (see previous 
 page ) to impro ve energy efficiency of clergy housing and 

 reduce carbon footprints of church properties.  
 Environmental awareness and action are now integral to 

 the work of diocesan property managers and their 
 networks.  
 

The Bishop of Newcastle is a member of the bo ard of the 

regional organisation Carbon Neutral North -East ï and  
the Dioceseôs Church House is now a carbon-neutral 
office.  

 

The D ioceseôs Environmental Group promotes awareness, 
 understanding and projects in the area and offers a 

 forum in which theolog ical study  can take place 
 alongside and through the development of projects in the 
 community.  The Group has produced a óPraying for the 

 Earthô book of prayers and publishes a newsletter for 
 Christians in Newcastle and Northumberland, óRenewing 

 Creati onô.  
 

A Care for Creation conference for churches and faith 
 groups in the Tyneside area was held in May 2009, 

 addressed by Mark Dowd of Operation Noah.  
 

Diocesan Environmental Officer Rob Kelsey has also  
been working with the Energy Saving Trust on a p roject 

called óTreading Lighter During Lentô.  Based on the idea 
that Lent is a time for learning new habits of  holy living, 

it has encouraged both clergy and parishioners to 
measure their carbon emissions on a weekly basis, and 
to use the season of Lent as an opportunity to shrink 

their carbon footprint.   
 

 

      3.  Durham  
 

In addition to its energy efficiency and church housing 
 collaboration with Newcastle (see left ), Durham 
 Diocese is active on several fronts:  
 

Å work by the Dioceseôs Environmental T ask Group to 
 make care for c reation an integral part of worship and 
 witness, and to encourage more sustainable lifestyles in 

 use of energy reduction of waste ;  
 

Å development of an energy policy for Durham 

 Cathedral, and plans for a comprehensive enviro nmental 
 policy for the D iocese ;  
 

Å collaboration with the community initiative on climate 

 change and low -carbon living Climate Durham ;  
 

Å an essay by Bishop Tom Wright on the theology of the 
 environment, contributed to the óGreen Bibleô published 

 by Ha rperCollins in 2008 ;  
 

Å diocesan staff are active in regional multi - faith projects 

 and networks that highlight issues of environmental 
 justice.  
 

      4.  Wakefield  
 

Since 2008, the Wakefield Diocese and parishes have 
 their own dedicated carbon offsetti ng scheme by means 

 of tree planting in the Dioceseôs  link diocese of Mara in 
 Tanzania.  

 

The diocesan website contains a theological statement on 
 the reasons for concern about the environment and 
 climate change, encouragement to parishes to take part 

 in óEco-congregationô, and a range of other practical help 
 and resources.  
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      5.  Coventry  Diocese  
 

 Since 2006, Coventry Dioceseôs Environmental Group 
 has been undertaking one project each year ï from 
 carbon reduction, through education and the 

 envi ronment, to food miles.  In 2009, a comprehensive 
 diocesan policy is being developed, to include all aspects 

 of the environment and the life of the Diocese.   
 
      6.  Chelmsford   

 

Chelmsford Diocese is the home of the first designated  
óEco-cathedralô in the Church of England.  
 

The Diocese has an environment group with all areas 

represented, which is bidding for funding for youth 
initiatives, while encouraging parishes to reduce their 

carbon footprints and become Eco-congregations .  

 
      7.  Southwark  
 

Southwark D iocese covers most of S outh London and its 
 hinterland.  A few of its environmental projects and plans 

 are summarised here and on page  26 .  
 

In 2007 a diocesan environmental policy was drawn up.  
There is an environmental newsletter for the D iocese, 

 which is shared with others in the region.  The Diocesan 
 Environmental Officer, Barry Goodwin, also leads a 
 course on óCaring for Godôs Worldô, part of the 

 dioceseôs summer school of training events, which 
 explores the Christian responses to the  environmental 

 crises that confront the world.   He is Chair of the inter -
 denominational London Churches Environment Network.  
 

 

         Southwark Cathedral (right)  

Southwark also works with a diverse range of interfaith 

 partners in London on the London Inter -Faith Green 
 Map project, which maps the work of faith groups on
 environmental projects across London.  

 
       

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

       



 

21  

      8.  London  Diocese  
 

London Diocese , which covers about two thirds of 
 Greater London north of the R iver Thames,  has a wide 
 range of programmes for reducing its carbon footprint  

 and  improving its environmental sustainability, while
 contributing to wider debate and action in the UK capital.  
 

In addition to  reduci ng  its carbon footprint  by  80% by 

2050, in line with national policy , the Diocese has 
committed itself to  the interim target of a 20.12% 

reduction b y 2012 ï a goal now  adopted by the Mayor of 
London and the Greater London Authority.  Energy use of 
churches across the Diocese has been reported v ia parish 

annual returns, for the first three  years since the base 
year of 2005.   Reporting and a nalysis are  one year in 

arrears, so the aim is to reach the interim target by the 
end of 2011 ï so that it can be reported in 2012 .  The 

Diocese is so far on t arget to achieve this.   The  diocesan 
head office exceeded the 20.12% target by the end of 
2008, and is now working towards a 50%  saving by 

2012.  
 

The Bishop of London chairs the Bishopsô Environment 
Panel, and is National Chair of Shrinking the Footprint .  

Progress at diocesan level  is overseen by a steering  
group , chaired by the Director of Property.  In 2008, the 

Diocese appointed a full - time Head of Environmental 
Challenge . 
 

Environmental advice is on a d iocesan micro -web site at 

www.london.anglican.org/Shrinking - the -Footprint .        
I n 2007 , the Diocese with then London Mayor Ken 

Livingstone and partners in the London Church Leaders ô 
Group launched  a booklet on running a g reener chu rch,  
óFor Creed and Creation ô (see Appendix A ) .  A range of 

advice  notes  on aspects of Shrinking the Footprint  is also 
on the website.  

The Head of Environmental Challenge was asked to 

review the Dioceseôs operations and risks (including 
financial risks) associated with environmental hazards 
especially climate change.  A risk assessment was carried 

out of potential flooding of churches and the diocesan 
office from rising water levels in the Thames.  IT and 

paper in Diocesan House have been reviewed.  Only very 
environmentally friendly paper is now used.  Computers 
on being replaced are reconditioned for re -use in Africa.   
 

The Dioceseôs Climate Action Programme  is now under 
way: www.london.anglican.org/Shrinking - the -Footprint -

Climate -Action -Programme .  It has  three strands: grant -
aided audits of energy, carbon, water and waste, starting 
with churches in the West End and City; óGeneric Building 

Solutionsô, in pa rtnership with the Carbon Trust; and a 
scheme of benchmarking to calibrate energy saving 

targets across the D ioceseôs 479 churches, which 
comprise a very diverse range from medieval to the  
20th c , all periods between being strongly represented .  

 

Generic Building Solutions , announced at the Lambeth 
 Palace Day in June 2009, will sample 20 churches in 

 four archdeaconries, to identify typical measures for  
 energy saving  but tailored to varying buildings, patterns 
 of use and new technologies.  The aim is to  find solutions 

 applicable  to churches of particular types and ages 
 wherever they are, yielding  carbon reductions up to and 

 beyond the 80% target for 2050 .  Solutions reached may 
 call for radical change.  Listed building implications will 
 be addressed  before applying to particular schemes.  

 English Heritage and the Diocesan Advisory Committee 
 for the Care of Churches (DAC) are being consulted.  

 The conclusions of this study will be available nationwide.  
 
 

 

http://www.london.anglican.org/Shrinking-the-Footprint
http://www.london.anglican.org/Shrinking-the-Footprint-Climate-Action-Programme
http://www.london.anglican.org/Shrinking-the-Footprint-Climate-Action-Programme
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      9.  Canterbury and Rochester  
 

These Di ocesesô joint team is present ing the  motion by 
Exeter Diocese on green energy tariffs and renewable s 
systems  (see page 23) to Rochesterôs Diocesan Synod.  
 

It is also developing guidelines by the Diocesan Advisory 
Committee (DAC) , advice on greening of chur ches, and a 
churchyard project with partner organisations .  óEco-

congregations ô are being developed across both  dioceses.  
 

Canterbury Cathedral, the Mother C athedral  of the 

 Anglican Communion, is committed to reducing its 
 carbon footprint.  In addition to its ongoing energy -
 saving efforts, in March 2009 the cathedral took part in 

 Earth Hour, the international event to raise awareness of 
 the need for action against global warming.  Promoted in 

 the UK by the WWF, Earth Hour saw many famous 
 landmarks a nd well - known individual people  across the 
 globe turn off their lights for an hour , in a gesture of the 

 need to tackle climate change.  
 

     10 .Salisbury  Diocese  
 

Salisbury Diocese has an e nvironment working group,  
advi sing  on carbon calculation, Eco-congregations  and 

other green issues .  It has  been taking a presentation to 
all deanery synods, giving a clear picture of the problem 

and what to  do about it.  Deanery representatives are to 
present the collective and personal challenges to PCCs , 
who in tur n should carry out  energy audits , measure 

their  footprints , and declare actions to be taken . 
 

Salisbury Cathedral  celebrated its 750 th  anniversary       
in March 2008 with a new low -energy floodlighting 

installation, which also minimises light pollution.  

Canterbury Cathedral  
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     11 .Exeter  Diocese  
 

Exeter D iocese is active on many fronts in the county of 
 Devon and in the south -west region, and has a record of 
 church and community action on the environment 

 stretching back  to the 1980s ï the  Devon  Christian 
 Ecology Group began in that decade, and a óChurches 

 Green Action ô programme was set up in 1984.  
 

The Diocese is also active in pursuing regional action 
 with its neighbours, including in the South -West Network

  of Dio ceses for Environmental Action (see next page).  
 

Church members are involved in projects and networks 
 connecting the Cathedral, diocesan teams, parishes, 

 community groups and local councils to reduce 
 environmental impacts and cut carbon emissions.  

 

Examples of activity include:  
 

Å The Cathedral has established an Envir onment and 

Social Justice Group.  
 

Å The D iocese has a team to oversee and promote 

 Shrinking the Footprint , with the initial focus on the 1600 
 churches and other buildings.  There is an e nergy 
 efficiency programme, set up in collaboration with local 

 authorities, for insulation of parsonages.  In mid -2009 
 some 30 energy saving feasibility studies and other 

 projects were underway, including an energy audit of the 
 Cathedral, the Old  Dean ery and four church halls.  

 

Å It is planned to purchase all electricity from renewable 

 energy suppliers and to offer deals to church schools and 
 other community partners .  A motion on this subject 
 seeking government collaboration is also being promoted 

 to other diocesan synods . 
 

Å A carbon reduction strategy is to be developed, 

 covering al l aspects of d iocesan activity.   This includes 
 work on reducing the impact of and need for travel on 
 church business, to cut costs and emissions.  An audit of 

 seni or staff travel has been carried out.  
 

Å Partnership projects are being established with the 

 universities, the Environment Agency and the 
 Meteorological Office (based in Exeter ).  

      

Å The Devon Christian Climate Change Coalition is a 

network for aware ness - ra ising campaigns and 
cooperation .  The Diocese  is involved in the countyôs 

many local community initiatives for environmental 
action and sustainability, such as the Devon Climate 
Action Network and the Transition Towns  movement for 

sustainable living  projects in towns and villages.  
 

Å Innovative work is also  

being pursued  in relation 
to  environmental theology 
ï the  theology of 

ótransitionô to a more 
sustainable society and 

economy . 
 

Å There have been 
numerous projects and 

events in the diocese on 
foo d, diet and the 
environment ï such  as a 

óFood for Thought ô 
conference.  

 
 

        Transition Town Totnes  
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     12 .Gloucester  Diocese  
 

Gloucester has set up a new fund for environmental 
 investments, based on contributions from its electricity 
 suppli er Ecotricity , in exchange for signing -up church 

 members to its service.  Projects supported by the 
 Environment Fund must help shrink the d iocesan carbon 

 footprint.   It is planned to offer churches investment in 
 low -energy LCD floodlights, to cut emiss ions and 
 showcase low - impact technology for churches.   

 The D iocese will pay the initial cost and recoup it from a 
 share of savings in energy bills ; proceeds to be ploughed 

 back into the Environment Fund.  
 

The Gloucester team on environment and sustai nable 
 development aims to explore the scope for collaborations 

 with other dioceses in the region on similar joint funding 
 schemes, for example to build renewable energy 

 installations where suitable on church land.   Gloucester 
 Diocese is a partner with  Exeter in the new South -West 
 Network of Dioceses for Environmental Action ( right ).  
 

The D iocese has set up a óGloucestershire Churches 
 Environmental Justice ô network for awareness - raising, 
 exchanges of information, ideas and project experience 

 betwee n Church activists in the county.  
 

The Cathedral has been assessed by the Carbon Trust   

 to identify the scope for energy savings and more energy 
 efficiency, and energy and environmental policies are 
 planned for the Cathedral.  In 2009 an exhibition on  

 environmental issues, technologies and energy saving 
 was held in the Cathedral.   In 2009 the Lent Prayer 

 Guide included óGreen Prayersô and a call for ócarbon 
 fastingô as part of Lenten observance. 

 

 
 

 

South - West Network of Dioceses     
 for E nvironme ntal Action  
 

This network has been set up by the dioceses of South -

 Western England ï Truro , Exeter, Bath and Wells, Bristol, 
 Gloucester and Salisbury.  A non -Church partner is the 

 Devon Renewable Energy Association.  
 

The aim of the network is to explor e the scope for joint 
 action and to establish collaborative projects that will cut 

 the carbon footprint of the Church, raise awareness and 
 lobby for change, open up potential for regional 

 initiatives for ambitious investments (for example, 
 renewable e nergy schemes on suitable church land)   
 and sustainable procurement, and share leading practice.  

 

Members are convinced that dioceses can accomplish 
 more in concert than they can acting individually, 
 especially in relation to major investments and com plex 

 issues, such as renewable energy schemes and 
 sustainable procurement.   

 

The network is planning to set up a regional 
 environmental website and will explore scope for a 
 regional multi - faith  conference on environment and 

 sustainable development.  
 

There is also a South -West Churches Transport Group ï 
 part  of a wider ecumenical regional forum of churches ï 

 and this has issued a reflective report calling for debate 
 and action on the environmental and other impacts of 

 transport and travel.  
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     13.Towards greener parish churches    

A host of  churches have engaged in environmental 
projects, including renewable energy systems.           
The following is a tiny selection:  
 

Å A second Eco-congregation  award has recently been 

granted for St Mi chael and All Angels, Ashton -on-Ribble 
in Blackburn  Diocese, for its notable quarterly farmerôs 
markets  and eco - fair .  The Churchôs first Eco-

congregation award was granted in 2004.  
 

Å In Lichfield  Diocese the Church of St Alkmundôs in 

Shrewsbury has insta lled solar panels on the roof , with      
a smart display system to show how much energy is 

being produced and what carbon emission savings are 
being made.  
 

Å Solar panels have also been installed and are in 
operation, on the lead ro of of Grade 1 listed St D enys's 

Church in Sleaford, Lincoln Diocese .  The panels are 
fixed to a frame with special non - intrusive clamps.     
This project is not about saving on electricity bills ï    

that is merely  a beneficial side effect.  The main aim is  
to witness to a theolo gical perspective on creation and 

the sustainable use of natural resources.  This Church 
also recently appeared on óSongs of Praiseô on BBC 1.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
           

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
St Denysôs Sleaford  
 


